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CHAPTER IX.
" The Girl and the Rabbit

Wlnl and rain rioted in the wood.
and occasionally both fell upon the
library windows with a bowl and a

plash. The tempest had wakened
Mie; ft seemed that every chimney In

tbe Bouse held a screaming demon.
We were now well launched upon De--

ieember. and I was growing used to my

senroundlngs. 1 had offered myself
frequently a a target by land and wa
ter; I had aat on the wall and tempted
late; and I had roamed the house cob
stantly expecting to surprise Bates In

one act of treachery; hut the days
ire passing monotonously. Twice J

bsjT seen the red far
through the wood, and once I had
tossed my young acquaintance) with
lanother girl, a dark, laughing young
;ter, walking in the highway, and she
jaad bowed to me ludiLereatly. Even
Itbe ghost in the wall proved lncoo-ista-

hut I had twice heard the ateps
without being able to account for them

.Memory kept plucking my sleeve
with' reminders of my grandfather. ' I
wan touched at finding constantly his
.marginal notes In the hooks he had
enHected with so much Intelligence and
loving care. It occurred to me that
some memorial, a tablet attached to
.the outer wall, or perhaps, more prop-

erly placed in the chepel, would be fit-

ting; and I experimented with designs
lor it, covering many sheets of draw-

ing paper In an effort to set forth In a
few words some hint of his character.
On this gray morning I produced this:
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' I had sketched these words ca a
niece of cardboard and was studying
them critically when Bates cane in
with wood.

"They're unmistakable snowflakes.
air." he remarked from the window.

"We're in for winter now."

It was undeniably snow; great laay
lake of It were crowding down upon
the wood.

Bates had not mentioned Morgan or
referred even remotely to the pistol

hot of my. first night, and he bad cer-

tainly conducted himself as a model
servant. The gardener at St Agatha's,

Scotchman named Ferguson, bad vis-

ited hltn several times, and I had sur-

prised them once Innocently enjoying
their pipes and whisky and water la
the kitchen.

'
.

"They are having trouble at the
school, sir," observed Bates.

The young ladlea running a little
wild, eh?"

"Sister Theresa's 111, air. Ferguson
told me last night And Ferguson says
that Miss Derereux's devotion to her

rmt Is quite touching."
I stood up straight and stared at

Bates' back he was trying to stop the
rattle which the wind had set up in
one of the windows.

"Miss Devcfsux!"
That's the name, sir, rather odd,

1 should call it."
"Yes, it Is rather odd," I said, com-

posed again, but not referring to the
lajne. My mind was busy with a cer-

tain paragraph in my grandfather's
will:

"Should be fail at any time during
aid year to comply with this provi-

sion, said property shall at once revert
to my general estate, and become,
without reservation, and without ne-

cessity for any process of law, the
property, absolute'y, of Marian Dev-tpo-

of the county and state of New

York."
"Your grandfather was very fond of

aer sir. and Sister Theresa were
abroad at the time he dlrd. It was my

srro!i.l duty to toll them the a s
sews in Nev York, sir, when they
landed.

The devil It was!" It Irritated me
to remember that Bates knew exactly
the nature of my grandfather's w!!!.
Bister Theresa and her niece were
doubtless calmly awaiting my failure
to remain at Glenarm House during
the disciplinary year.

I had given little thought to Sister
Theresa since coning to Glenarm. She
bad derived her knowledge of nie from
my grandfather, and, such being the
tane, rho would naturally look upon
sne as a blackguard and a tvenuee to
the peace of the neighborhood. I bad
therefore kept rigidly to my own .side
of the stone wall.

"Hutes!"
lie was moving toward the door with

111" characteristic slow step.
"If your friend Morgan, or any one

ielre, should shoot me, or If I should
jtumble Into the laktt, or otherwise end
jmy earthly career Bates!"

Ills eyos had slipped from mine to
the window and I stroke bis name
sharply.

"Yes. Mr. Glenarm."
Then Sister Theresa's niece would

gt this property and everything else
that belonged to Mr. Glenarm."

"Tbat'a my understandiag the
matter, air."

"Morgan, the caretaker, has fete to
iUl me twice etaoe I eeae bare.

n red at me through the window the
night I came. Hates!"

I waited for hla eyes to meet mine
again. His hands opened and shut
several times and alarm and fear con-

vulsed his face.
"Bates, I'm trying my best to think

well of you; but I want you to under-
stand," I 8moto the table with my

clenched hand. "that If these women.

g sf--

I Smote the Table With My Clenched
Hand.

or your employer, Mr. Pickering, or
that damned hound Morgan, or you

damn you. I don't know who or what
;ou are! think you ean scare me
away from here, you've waked up the
wrong man; and I'll tell you another
thing. and you may repeat it to your
school teachers and to Mr. Pickering,
who pays you. and to Morgan, whom
somebody has hired to kill me, that
I'm going to keep faith with my dead
grandfather, and that when I've spent
my year here aud done what that old
man wished me to do, I'll give thera
this house and every acre of ground
and every damned dollar the estate
carries with It. And now one other
thing! I suppose there's a sheriff or
some kind of a constable with Jurisdic-

tion over this place, and I could have
the whole lot of you put Into jail for
conspiracy, but I'm going to stand out
against you alone. do you understand
me, yon t . pocrite. you stupid, slinking
sort Answer me, quick, before I
throw you out of the room!"

I bad worked myself into a great
passion and fairly roared my chal-

lenge, pounding the table In my rage.
"Yes, sir; I quite understand yon,

lr Put I'm afraid, sir---"

"Of course you're afraid!" I shoutjd.
enraged anew by hla baiting speech.
"Yon have every reason in the world
to be afraid. You've probably heard
that I'm a bad lot and a worthless ad-

venturer; but you can tell Sister The-

resa or Pickering or anybody yoa
please that I'm ten times as bad as
I've ever been painted. Now clear out
of here!"

I knocked about the library all morn
ing without easing my spirit and
after luncheon I went off for a tramp.
Winter had indeed come and pos-

sessed the earth, and it had given me
a new landscape. The snow continued
to fall In great, heavy Cakes, and the
ground was whitening fast

A rabbit's track caught my eye and
I followed It hardly conscious that I

did ao. Then the clear print of two
small shoes mingled with the rabbit's
trail. A few moments later I picked
up an overshoe, probably lost m the
chase by one of Sister Theresas girls,
I reflected. I remembered that while
at Tech I had collected a diversity of

memorabilia from school girl acquaint-

ances, and here I was beginning a
new series with a string of beads and
S overshoe!

A rabbit Is always an attractive
quarry. Few things besides riches are
so elusive, and the little fellows have,
I am sure, a shrewd humor peculiar to
themselves. I rather envied the school
girl who had ventured forth for a walk
la the first snow storm of the season,
and recalled Aldrtch's turn on Gau-tier'- s

lines as I followed the double
trail:
"JtnweVr tm 1rS'l. a tiny mould

FMmvs tt light foot all the same;
I.'loii tuia sr.owy f.ild

At every su-- It Jlgtis your mime."

A pretty autograph. Indeed! The
snow fell steadily and I tramped on

over the Joint signature of the girl and
the rablili. Near the lake they parted
company, the rabbit leading off at a
tangent, on a line parallel with the
lake, while his pursuer's steps pointed
toward the boat house.

There was, so far as I knew, only
one student of adventurous blood at
St. Agatha's, and 1 was not In the least
surprised to see, on the little sheltered
balcony of the boat house, the red

She wore, too, the covert
coat I remembered from the day I saw
her flraf from thn wall llnr linrlr mam

toward me as I drew near; her hands
were thrust into her pockets. She
was evidently the soft ming-
ling of the snow with the still, blu4
waters of the lake; and a girl and a
snow storm are. If you ask my opin-
ion, a pretty combination. The fact of
a girl's facing a winter storm argue
atighdlr In her favor. testifies. If yon
will aJtew me, te a serene aai dauat-lea- n

set(it far ea tain-- , and a aeaal
sjBttliea far asieUaw.

BIQ SANDY

t ran up the steps, my cap in oiie
hand, her overshoe In the other. She
drew back a trifle. Just enough to bring
my conscience to Its knees.

"1 didn't mean to listen that day. I
Just happened to be on the wall, and
It was a thoroughly underbred trick
my twitting you about It and I should
have told you before If I'd known how
to see you "

"May I trouble you for that ahoe?"
she said with tremendous dignity.

They taught that cold disdain of
man, I suppose, as a required study at
St Agatha's.

"Oh. certainly! Won't you allow
me?"

"Thank you, no!"
She took the damp bit of rubber a

wet overshoe, even If small and hal-

lowed by associations. Isn't pretty as
Venus might have received a soft-she- ll

crnb from the hand of a fresh
young merman. I was between her
and the steps to which her eyes turned
longingly.

."Of course. If you won't accept my
apology 1 can't do anything about It;
but I hope you understand that I'm
sincere and humble, and anxious to be
forgiven."

"You seem to be making a good deal
of a small matter"

' "I wasn't referring to the overshoe!"
I said.

She did not relent.
"It you'll only go away"
She rested one hand against the

corner of the boat house, while she
affixed the overshoe to her foot. She
wore. I noticed, brown gloves with
cuffs.

"How can I go away! Ton children
are always leaving things about for
me to pick up. I'm perfectly worn out
carrying some girl's beads about with
me; and I spoiled a good glove on
your overshoe."

"I'll relieve you of the beads. If ynu
please."

She thrust her hands Into the po

of her coat and shook the tam
slightly, to establish It In a

more comfortable :'t on her head.
The beads had beon In my cordurry
coat since I found thera. I drew theiu
out and gave them to her.

"Thank you: thank you vory much."
"Of course they are yours. Miss"
She thrust them Into her pocket
"Of course they're mine." she said

Indignantly, and turned to go.

"We'll waive proof of property and
tha,t sort of thing. I'm sorry not to
establish a more neighborly feeling
with St Agatha's. The stone wall
may seem formidable, but It's not of
my building. I must open the gate.
That wall's a trifle steep for climbing "

I was amusing myself with the Idea
that my Identity was a dark mystery
to her. I bad read English novels In

which the young lord of the manor Is
always mistaken for the game-keepe- r s

son by the pretty daughter of the
curate who has come home from school
to be the belles of the county. But my
lady of the red was not
a creature of Illusions.

It serves a very good the
wall. I mean Mr. Glenarm"

NEWS.

purpoee

Sbe was walking down the steps and
I followed, pleased to hear my name
from her lips. I am not a man to suf
fer a lost school girt to croas my lands
unattended In a snow storm: and the
ptaxza of a boat bouse la not I submit.
a pleasant loafing place on a winter
day. She marched before me, her
hands In her pockets I liked her par
ticularly that way with an easy swing
and a light and certain step. Her re-

mark about the wall did not encourage
further conversation and I fell back
upon the poets.

"mone walls do not a prison make,
Nor iron bars a cage."

I quoted.
"I have heard that before!" she

said, half turned her face and laughed
as she hastened on.

Her brilliant cheeks were a delight
to the eye. The snow swirled about
her. whitening the crown of her red
cap and clung to ber shoulders. Have
you ever seen snow crystals gleam,
break, dissolve In fair, soft storm-blow-n

bay? Do you know bow a man
will pledge his soul that a particular
flake will never fade, never cease to
rest upon a certain flying strand over
a girlish temple? And he loses his
heart and wager In a breath! If you
fall to understand these things, and
are furthermore unfamiliar with the
fact that the color in the cheeks .of

a girl who walka abroad In a driving
snow storm marks tne favor of heaven
itself, then I waste time, and you will
do well to rap at the door of another
Inn.

"I'd rather missed you," I said; "and
really, I should have been over to
apologize If I hadn't been afraid."

"Sister Theresa Is rather fierce,
She declared. "And we're not allowed
to receive gentlemen callers It says
so In the catalogue."

"So I Imagined. I trust Sister The-
resa is Improving."

"Yes, thank you."
"And Miss IH'vereux she Is quite

well, I hope."
She turned her head my way as

though to listen more carefully, nnd
ber atcp slackened for a moment;
theu she hurried blithely forward.

"Oh, she's always well, I believe."
"You know her, of course."
"Rather! She teachea music."
"So Miss Oevervux Is the music

teacher. Is ehef Should you call ber
a popular teacher?"

"The girls call ber" she seemed
moved to mirth by the recollection
"Miss Prim and Psosy."

"I'gh!" I exeialmed sympathetically.
"Tall and hangry looking, with long
talons that sound th key with grim
delight I know th sort."

"8h's a sight!" ad my guide
laugked approvingly. "But wo have
to Uie ber; ahee tart at the treat--

Tee. asmkst ft Agatla'i aa

tnougti it were a sanatorium.
"Oh. It's not so bad; there

worse. I

We approached the ;nte.
difference to the surm. delighted inc. ;:ro to lay his ii' "
Here, I thought In my admiration. Is 'the young girl, so the family kept

product of the Western owrld. 1 ine matter
felt that we had made strides toward
such a comradeship as It Is proper
should exist between a school in
her teens aud a mulo uelghlor of 27.
I was going back to Kngllsh Action
the young squire walking home with
the curate's pretty young daughter
and conversing with fine

"We girls all wish we could come
over and help hunt the lost treasure.
It must be simply splendid to live In
a house where there's mystery e
cret passages and chests of doubloons
and all that sort of thing! My! Squire
Glenarm. I suppose you spend ail
your nights exploring secret pr'
ages?".

This free expression of ntiinhvi
startled me, though she seemed whol-
ly Innocent of lm;iertlnetice. i

"Who says there's any secret about
the house?" I demanded.

"Oh. Ferguson, the gardener, nd ail
the girls!"

"I fear Ferguson is drawing on his
Imagination."

"Well, all the people In the vln- -
think so. I've heard the candy shop
Woman speak of It often."

"She'd better to her taffy."
I retorted.

"Oh, you musn't be sensitive about
It!. All iis girls think It ever so ro-

mantic, and we call you sometimes
the lord of the re:ilm, and when we
see you walking though the darkling
wood at evenfall we ssy, lord is
brooding upon th treasure chests. ' "

This, deliverel in the s'llted tone
of one who was half quoting aiid f

Improvising, was Irresistibly fj..i... ,

and I laughed l!h nood w.ll.
"I hope you've fo'ghcti me " I

kicked the c.ise to ktiick off th. ..
and took the key from my i

aro
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only hair ''mount, intention being

closed everybody
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Light already gleamed
school buildings straight
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